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WAVE:
The summer 
program

A full-time 
commitment

Ten weeks, 
June 15 –
August 21

A cohort 
experience

Educational 
requirements

Focus on 
graduate school 

preparation



WAVE: The summer program

Faculty research 
seminars

Student-faculty
dinners

Writing and effective 
communication 

workshops

Weekly WAVE cohort 
lunches The WAVE Council

Campus engagement 
with
• Center for Diversity and 

Inclusion
• Graduate Dean’s Office



WAVE 
Eligibility
Be sophomore, junior, or
non-graduating senior

Have a cumulative GPA of  at
least 3.4 

Have an interest in pursuing a PhD or 
joint MD/PhD 

Must be U.S Citizen, permanent
resident, or have DACA status

Competitive applicants will have
prior research experience



WAVE application process
- General information about your academic background, 
goals, and experience

- Short essay questions on research interests and how you 
will benefit from being in the program

- Two letters of recommendation

- Unofficial transcript

- Names of three potential research mentors and why



WAVE: What’s next
- WAVE online application opens on November 1

- Virtual WAVE Information Sessions in November

- Questions? Contact Carol Casey at casey@caltech.edu.

- Helpful websites:
◦ www.wave.caltech.edu

◦ www.surf.caltech.edu

◦ www.amgenscholars.caltech.edu

◦ www.sfp.caltech.edu (for all our summer programs)
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