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Feel free to ask questions in the chat during the presentation!



Statement of Purpose

Personal Statement

≠
you as a researcher

you as a person











Extremely 
busy!

They know who 
they’re looking for: 
well-prepared 
students!

Want to find evidence of this in CV, 
transcript, letters, and SOP.











• Diverse students 
from varied 
backgrounds

• A good fit for the 
program



1-3 sentences of what 
you want to study. 

Think beyond the field 
(machine learning 
versus computer 
science, and building 
novel technologies for 
biomedical imaging 
vs bioengineering). 

































Example



SURF 2021 in neurobiology

Outreach for STEM in K-12

First research experience that showed me the power of using 
imaging technology to better understand the brain; mentorship; 
communication skills; shows I’m capable of doing research

Leadership and caring about my community

Tutoring and TAd in biology

Took graduate level courses in 
Biology/Neurobiology as an 
undergraduate

Demonstrates my love for teaching and 
wanting to be a professor

Demonstrates my knowledge and skillset in my area of study

Example

https://emojipedia.org/check-mark/





























































